information capabilities have potential to inform on-going adaptation of assistive technology to enhance independence for those aging with disabilities (Agree, 2014) .
Safety is a critical component of point-of-care research in nursing. For example, barcode technology and information technology are used in nursing units, laboratories, and pharmacies of hospitals around the world to support safe medication administration and accurate handling of specimens (e.g., Agrawal, 2009; Miller, Akers, Magrin, Whitehead, & Davis, 2013) . Still, challenges in implementation exist (Voshall, Piscotty, Lawrence, & Targosz, 2013) , and research is needed to ensure that the best systems are developed, deployed, used properly, and used for system improvement.
Infusion of technology, the possibly intrusive nature of information gathering, and privacy concerns raise questions about human factors for point-of-care research. Information technology has potential to change the nursing process at the point of care (Courtney, Demiris, & Alexander, 2005) and preservation of the caring environment amidst the technology at point of care is an ongoing concern (Buckner & Gregory, 2011) . Sensors allowing real-time monitoring for safety may support independence for elderly people at home, but more knowledge is needed about the attitudes, acceptability, and rated usefulness of the systems (Cesta et al., 2011) .
The increase in funding opportunities for point-of-care research underscores the expectation that new knowledge is needed to understand what works at the point of care, for whom, where, and when. The National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (n.d.) sponsors the Point-ofCare Technologies Research Network; the National Institute of Nursing Research (n.d.) asked about how point-of-care/ self-monitoring diagnostic devices could significantly improve self-management to improve quality of life for individuals with chronic illness. A search for "point-of-care" on the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Web site returned almost 1,500 results across their research portfolios. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Grand Challenges Canada have partnered to fund innovative ideas for point-of-care diagnostics in the developing world ("Foundation and Grand Challenges Canada," n.d.).
Papers considered for the new, ongoing series should report findings from original point-of-care research studies. Topics include but are not limited to use of devices and information technology at the point of care, patient safety issues, m-health, telehealth, and system interoperability. Design and evaluation of "smart" environments across the health-illness continuum and research about learning health systems are relevant to the call. Findings from investigations of communication and decision-making in emerging technology-supported point-ofcare settings are welcome. Papers may be enhanced to include video or interactive graphs using supplemental digital content. In advance of submission, queries to the Editor are encouraged but not required. Submissions may be regular fulllength papers or research briefs. In the letter to the editor uploaded with submissions, please mention that the paper should be considered for the series. Consider point-of-care research. Contribute to new knowledge about the point of care in our digital, interconnected world.
